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(a trope)

“My theory is that we are in the 
middle of a dramatic and broad 
technological and economic shift in 
which software companies are poised 
to take over large swathes of the 
economy.”

Marc Andreessen

Why Software Is Eating The World

2011-08-20

http://web.archive.org/web/20110820042600/http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424053111903480904576512250915629460.html
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(software freedom is pretty 
important!)
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(and much more than “the economy” 
is at stake)
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(a conjecture)

To the extent software is not eating 
the [knowledge] commons, they’re 
dead and just don’t know it yet
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(rationale)

relative growth matters a lot

world liberation or remnant defense

proprietary always innovating

peak forms not predetermined, shift to 
ones amenable to commons creation
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(...)

computation will be central to all of 
the next peaks
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(floss required)

“free/libre” AND “open source” in all 
their stereotypical meanings

ethics

practice

software
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https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Humboldt1805-chimborazo.jpg
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(liberated via “product” competition)

wikipedia blew up the encyclopedia 
category; ridiculously better than 
anything previously by the name

lots of examples in software

little else
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(liberation in progress via “policy” 
competition)

scientific publication

[“product” competition also plays an 
important role]
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(an oversight*)

“The Internet has inspired multiple 
movements toward greater openness 
— most prominently, open access, 
open data, open science, and open 
educational resources.”

Michael W. Carroll, J.D.

Creative Commons and the Openness of Open Access

2013-02-28

* In an otherwise excellent article

http://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMp1300040
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(silos)

FLOSS

open access

open content

open data

open education

open hardware

...
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(ignorance or apathy)

concerning FLOSS runs deep in open *

including of

 community

 ethics

 policy

 practices

 software!
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(eg software seen as tangential)
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My thoughts on Mendeley/Elsevier & why I left to start PeerJ

2013-04-09

http://enjoythedisruption.com/post/47527556151/my-thoughts-on-mendeley-elsevier-why-i-left-to-start
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Mendeley users revolt against Elsevier takeover

2013-04-09

https://news.ycombinator.com/item?id=5525111
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The Empire acquires the rebel alliance: Mendeley users revolt 
against Elsevier takeover

2013-04-09

http://paidcontent.org/2013/04/09/the-empire-acquires-the-rebel-alliance-mendeley-users-revolt-against-elsevier-takeover/
http://paidcontent.org/2013/04/09/the-empire-acquires-the-rebel-alliance-mendeley-users-revolt-against-elsevier-takeover/
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(eg copyleft = blank stares)
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2013-03-28

https://identi.ca/conversation/99289884
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Directory of Open Access Journals

[note majority are gratis, no license at all; OA started as 
“post-open source”]

2013-04-03

License Journals %
CC-BY (Attribution) 1468 51%

40 1%
36 1%

572 20%
205 7%
555 19%

CC-BY-SA (Attribution-ShareAlike)
CC-BY-ND (Attribution-NoDerivatives)
CC-BY-NC (Attribution-NonCommercial )
CC-BY-NC-SA (Attribution-NonCommercial-ShareAlike)
CC-BY-NC-ND (Attribution-NonCommercial-NoDerivatives)

http://www.doaj.org/doaj?func=byLicense
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(OA people really smart … situation 
worse elsewhere in many ways)
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(overall harm)

lack of scale

lack of network effects

each silo a dwarfish form
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(knowledge harm)

too much reinvention

too little copying

too much ignorance
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(ethics harm)

[software] freedom not transmitted

not critiqued and strengthened

therefore rotting in obscurity
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(ruinous failure harm)

DRM

monopoly abets monopoly
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(policy harm)

no coordination except on rearguard 
action

no vision for potency of commons 
building

constrained to personal ethics and 
domain-specific lobbying
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(license harm)

incompatibility by rule and expectation

acceptance of non-free

[and all previously mentioned harms, 
applied specifically to licenses]
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(it’s FLOSS fault!*)

* Admittedly ungenerous. FLOSS is visionary; I just wish it 
were moreso.
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(abdication of other domains)

licenses

advocacy



  

31

(pollution of other domains)

licenses

advocacy
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(communications failure)
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(lack of policy vision)
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(result)

pre-creative commons license mess

creative commons license suboptimal 
apparent order 

and see previous harms
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Anti-Copyright License, Comic Book Public 
License, Design Science License,  

Distributed Encyclopedia General Public 
License, EFF Open Audio License, 

Electrohippie Collective’s Ethical Open 
Documentation License, Ethymonics Free 

Music License, Free Art License, Free Media 
License, Free Music Public License, GNU Free 

Documentation License, No Type License, 
OpenBits License, Open Content License, 
Open Directory License, the Open Music 
licenses, Open Publication License, Open 
Source Music License, Public Library of 

Science Open Access License, QING Public 
Licnese, Phy-d’eau — License of Intention for 

Liberty in Expression and Creativity
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(licenses)

only small part 
of problem, but 
due to totemic 
status, a barrier 
and potential 
lever

i i

https://secure.flickr.com/photos/mlinksva/5418997316
http://mg.ml.vc/u/ml/m/copyleft-next-babby/
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(long term)

one interoperable commons

[and world liberation]

i

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Nature-Awareness_by_Joel_Albertsson.JPG


  

38

(short term)

opportunities, trends...
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(CC-BY-SA-4.0)

hopefully one-way GPLv3+ compatible

[and other compatibility 
improvements]
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(improve public domain instruments)

i

http://falkvinge.net/2013/04/16/lets-reform-copyright-with-a-sledgehammer-into-smithereens/
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(software-centric licenses, 
new/versioned)
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(simple more inclusive language 
changes (e.g., software > work))

i

https://joinup.ec.europa.eu/sites/default/files/EUPL%20v1.2%20-%20Draft%20EN%20v15%20Mar%202013.pdf
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(allow referring to copy of license)

i

https://gitorious.org/copyleft-next/copyleft-next/blobs/raw/master/Releases/copyleft-next-0.2.1
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(address all default restrictions)

i

i

https://www.gnu.org/licenses/gpl-3.0.html
http://creativecommons.org/publicdomain/zero/1.0/legalcode
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(talk to other communities, eg 
hardware design)

[I’m fairly critical of this particular proposal, but contains some good pointers, 
see http://web.archiveorange.com/archive/v/EfptdcGQLun4lRPG95vz]

http://web.archiveorange.com/archive/v/EfptdcGQLun4lRPG95vz
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(reformation)

is here-coming: be crushed or leverage

translate and justify forced sharing 
(copyleft) as policy

knowledge commoners of all domains 
are needed

i

https://secure.flickr.com/photos/mlinksva/1396248530
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(imagine a world in which FLOSS and 
Wikipedia are not unusual)

where mass collaboration obtains...

disruptive innovation

superior “product”

greater equality

greater freedom

...in all of the most crucial human 
enterprises
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links: convey yourself to

gondwanaland.com/mlog

@mlinksva

Unless stated otherwise, everything by me, 
Mike Linksvayer, published anywhere, 
including these slides, is hereby placed in 
the public domain.

i K✳0♡

http://gondwanaland.com/mlog/
http://identi.ca/mlinksva
https://secure.flickr.com/photos/mlinksva/5520721627/
http://www.kopimi.com/kopimi/
http://sharism.org/agreement/
http://creativecommons.org/publicdomain/zero/1.0/
http://copyheart.org/
http://creativecommons.org/publicdomain/zero/1.0/
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